Toys for the Princes
as soon as the object of the political mission was achieved. Man-
rique's reason for staying on was purely ecclesiastical, the building
of the church, the confession and instruction of the Catholic com-
munity, and their collection in one place. The King, however,
seems to have taken a fancy to him. He sends his physician when
he is ill, receives him afterwards in a pleasant manner and allows
him to dispute with a high ecclesiastic in his presence, and, at the
instance of the Grand Dowager, lets him join the inner circle of the
Court on a private occasion. It is quite certain that Captain Tibao
would never have been treated with such • informality. The
Portuguese residents at Mrauk-u were, we know, not allowed into
the palace-city. We can ascribe Manrique's great success partly, as
I have said, to the plain fact that the King liked him. It was also due
to his being a priest. Oriental kings of that date had a great inter-
est in religion as a subject. The good reception of the Augustinians,
the Jesuits, and other priests at the various courts of Asia must
often be ascribed to this. But, as has been suggested, Thiri-thu-
dhamma had a further reason for his conversations with Man-
rique. He was feeling his way towards an agreement with Goa and
was glad of an opportunity to getting some information. Manrique
does not appear to have been aware of the motives at the back of
the King's questions. His mind at the time was wholly occupied
with the affairs of his church. Nor does he seem to have made any
attempt on his side to find out what Sir Thomas Roe calls 'the
pace of the Court' in his account of his embassy in 1615 to the
Mughal Jehangir. Behind that door which led into the private
apartments curious things were afoot. Manrique had no clear pic-
ture of the Court parties, of their aims and intrigues, of the men
who led them. Nor was he aware either of the secret dread or the
extraordinary ambition which haunted the monarch who was so
pleasant to him.
He left for Dianga in January 1651, the length of his stay in
Arakan having been six months. Since in January the sea is calm
and the weather fine, it was not necessary to take the land route.
He embarked in a galley at the city wharf, rowed down the
Kaladan river, and passing through the present Akyab harbour,
turned north into the outer sea and was back in his vicarage at
Dianga within a few days.
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